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BALIASTING OPERATTIONS CRITICIZED:
FOECOW. RATIROAD AND BUBWAY PROGRE3S NOTED

BALIASTING MFTHODS FEXD TMPROVAMENT -- Gudok, No 65, 1 Juc U9

Ballasting operatiens of USSR railroads are exceptionelly faulty, for
the most pert because ot a lack of plan:ing in hauling ballast, lmproper
loading and ucloading of oars carrying bdllast, la”ing of improper ballast,
and ologging ot the roadbed.

Inproper plunning of the exyln?tatine and use of deposits of ballast

o material osuses grea: wmste. In 1948 weak rock from the Dankov quarry of the e .
$aeuov-Donbasc Railroad System was hanled 300 - 400 kilometers to the Yaroslavl’ o -
Reilroed System, while a better quality of ballast material could have been : : :
obtained from the Dmitrovskiy quarry, 70 kilowsters from where the ballast
was lafd. On the South Donets Bailroad System, the Prokhorovka quarry and a
gravel plant are found oo+ kilome*sr apari, bui poor-quality sand from the
QuUArTY Wao laid for bdllast on the heavily-traveled Moscow-Soohi line and
stone from the plan’ wes sent to other roads.

. i Motal waste and gravel from the bottoms of variovs lakes znd ponds are
™) used in insignificast quantities, while very often sand, poor ballest a’. basi,
is hauled from great distancas-

There is no systematic plan for replacing ballast having & small
supporting oapacity, cuch as sand, with material having a higher supporting
capaocity. It is suggested that vhere quarry gravel or rock 1s not avallables,
small partioles of rock be mixed with the sand. Sand containing clay particlee
is used in various places, with tke result that the roadbed is weakened and .
sagging davelops. Very often the heary bnllast used 1a of poor quality, con-
taining exceseively large fragaenis which work loose and damage the ties.

There are defiziencies in transporting bs’lsst. Cars are often only
partially loaded at quarries and planis, and are returned to the quarries apd
plants not completely unloaded.
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It hay boen shown that on many roads, cpal falling onto the roadbed
comprises 6.6 percent of the weight of the tgllast. On one road, coal fallen
onte the romdbed amcunted to.330 tons per kilomster. e o

Ballaegt comprises 30 persent of the ontire cpst of*reconstructing one
kilcmeter of rallrcad. Operational exponses in connection with ballast in one.
year constltute from 30 to 50 percent of the entire malntenaace cost of one
kilometer of road. Introduction of efficlent methodas of ballasting and
ballast maintenance wonld save yearly un escimated 5,000 rubles per kilometer.
Shortening the average hanl of ballasting material by only 25 kilometers would
tree 80O - 1,200 freight oars per day.

RATIROAD DELATS COSTLY -~ Gudok, No 66, 3 Jun 49

In the Orekhovo Station of the Moscow-Ryezan' Railrpad System, a one-hour
delay of one freight car coetu the Siate 3 rublius 60 topeks, a one-hour delay
of a locomotive with stéam up coats the State 34 rubles, and if a train is ono
hour late, it custe the. State 275 rubles.

NOBCOW TEEMIRAL FATLS TO INTRODUCE IMPROVEMENTS -- Moskovsldly Bol'shevik,
To 50, 2 Mar k9 ' :

The msthod of ewitohing yaillrpsd cars from o.¢ trunk line to another in
the Mossov. terminal has ramatned anchanged for many years. Switching a group
of cars from the Ootober Railroad System to the Wsstern, according to estab-
1ished tradition, would be carried out in several steps: a locomotive and
trala orew from the Moscow-Belt Raiiroad would be dispatched to Xzovrino to
take the train to the neareet jJunction station of the Belt Railroad (in this
csse, to the Likhobory Station, 2 kilometess from Khovrino). Eere, the looo-
uotive and orew would be changed, and a new engineer would run the train 8 kilo-
actera to Preanya, where the whole process would be repeated. At last, afier
an additional 3.5-kilometer trip, the cars would arrive at the Moscow Freight
Station of the Western Railroad.

The head of the Moscow-Belt Railroad decided to break thie tradition.
At the beginning of last year, he proposed the through passage of trains from
one system to another, without shanging locomotive and crew at each admitting
and dlscharging junction station. By this method, the locomotive apd train
orews taking charge of the train at Khovrino would take it, withoug chauglag,
to the nearest distributing station of the other system. This speeds up the
switohing of freight from one trunk line to another approximately 1,000 per-
cent, better utilizes locomotivea, acd in a 24-hour period saves uap to 13,000
oar-hours.

Although this method proved well in practice, Al'terman, head of the
Adnlaistration of Regional Traffic, ordered the old methnd restorei on
16 September 1948,

Not <ven a telegram from Gundobin, Vice-Minister of Communications,
ordering the reatoratiou of through passage of trains between stations by
25 November, has changed Al'terman’s astion. The Vice-Minlater's order has
not yet been carried ount..

MOSCOW RATLRCAD ELECTRIFICATION EXTENDED -- Moskovskly Bol'sherik, No 130, & Jun k9
B. P. Beshohev, Minister of Tracaportation USSR, reported at the Plenum of

the Moscow Oblast Comaittee VEP(b) on plans for further electrification of thu

reilroad lines 0. the Noscow terminal. When thess plans are completed, the

notwork of electrified lines cof the Muscow terminal will be Increased more

than three times. The electrification plarg are included in the general plan
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- for reconstructicn of the capital and will make pogsible, 1n particular, the ) '
mere extensive development of housing 1n suburban regione. Long-distance -
passengsr and Preight service will also be converted to .electricity along e i ¥

: . . with suburban and local lines. In this way, operatling expendi-ures will be o '

. o put in half and the nesds-of the rallrecad for coal will de cut 60 percent.

) : A large amount of rolling stock wlll be released for other nesds of the

national transport system.

Participating in the diacussion folluwing the report vers Bagmyev, chlef

of the Central Rallroad Okrug; Ulayev, director of "Mossnergo” (Mosoow Power);

Sal®nikov, chief of the Main Administration of Electrification, Miniatry of

Tracsportation USSR; Bachuchenko, ohtef of the Moscow-Ryazan' Railroad System;
$uil ] Lednov, chief of "Soyurtransproyskt” (All-Union Planning and Surveying
s Asmceletion) of the Ministry of Transporiation; Kabanov, Minister of Electrical : :
Industry USSR; Baxrskov, chief of Construction Administration No 19; and A
Nosenko, Minister of Transport-Machine Building. -

MOSCOW SUBWAY IMFROVED -- Leningradskeya Pravda, No 120, 2k May L9

Inprovement of the Moscow subway is progressing. Comfortable cars of 7
: new design bave besn added to the rolling stock. Substatiol’s are being oon-
Sl verted to automatic remote control. With the help of a push-button control
) syetem, the central dispetchsr causes the automatic transmisszion of electrlo
« power to certain eubway sections., The coanversion of a single subatation to
o sutomatic control will sare about 100,000 rubles a year.

Improed qona_t‘motion of escalators nas cut down the nolse in their oper-
ation. A new escalator has been designsd, which weighs leas than the former
one, 1s sasler to repalr, and requires less electric power for its operatlon.

-~ Electromechanical automatic traln stops have been introduced Lc control
the speed of tralns: they automatically stop a train if it pasees through a
certain seotion at aa excessive speed. A new track-testing car has been put
into operation.

MOSCOW-XDFSK RAILRGAD JAS NZW DIESELS -- Moskovakiy Bol'shevik, No 5k, 6 Mar k9

Fev Diesei locomotives are cperating on She Mosuow-Kursk Rallroad Syatem.
Rail communicatiora betwesn Mosocow and Serpukhov are carried out entirely by
such service. '

RAIIRQAD FUEL-SAVING PROGRAM SUCCESSFUL -- Gudok, No 61, 22 May 49

ot
Fuel savings by reilroada of the USSR during the first guarter 1549
amonnted to 1,400,000 tons of coal.

LISt OF STATIONS PUBLISHED -- Gudok, No 65, 1 Jun k9

A list of the stations of the USSR rallroad network 1s cov available. SAARE A o
The list gives the distances of stativns from Moscow, their territorial location :
and passenger rates, and an appendix with a diagraa of the USSR railroad net-
work. The pablication has 253 pages and costs 10 rubles. It may be bought at
the printing offices of railroad newspapers and their authorized agents, at .
stores of Kogiz (Bookselling Association of State Publishing Houses) and at
H kioshks of Soyuzpechat' Central Administratlon for Distribution of Press.

-END -

-3 -

. SEERET

N N G

Al Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/18 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600230821-5



